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Minutes of the Witney and Woodstock Branch AGM  
St Giles, Standlake - 8th February 2025, 13:00
1. Opening Prayer
2. [bookmark: _Hlk157160954]Attendance Register
Catherine Lane, Hazel Howarth, Andrew Goldthorpe, Richard Law, Richard White, Anthony Williamson, Ruth Leatherdale, Dan Neal, Dana Josephson, Alison Felton, Peter Felton, Amy Thomas, Nadine Woods, Nigel Hill, Alan Mordue, Adele Hambidge, Alison Merryweather-Clarke, Susan Shelley, Sue Ross, Anita Knipe, Neil Crossley, Louise E Brown, Andrew Madden, Heather Horner, Michael Kelly, Anne Taylor, Michael Probert, Richard Ford.
3. Apologies
Lindsey Thornton, Martin Spurrier, Sue Rhodes, Stephen McLaren, Ian Wilson, Jenny Haviland, Julie Minch, Meg Roberts, Margaret Barnes, Marysia Hermaszewska, David Duthie, Madeleine Bone, Jennifer Pratley, Ciara Ni Chleirigh, Pauline Day, Martin Dines, Bod Edy, Sarah Morris, Debra Scrimshaw, Dave Scrimshaw, Hilary Cozens, John Parker, Rachel Mackenzie, Mel Leggett, Rob Walton, Paul Molyneaux, James Gibbons.
4. Requests for urgent items of Any Other Business
There were no requests.
5. Chair's welcome and minutes from 2024 AGM
Hazel Howarth welcomed everyone, thanked The Revd. Jo Hurst for the service, John Rotherham for the organ playing, the Standlake band for the refreshments, and thanked members for their attendance.
There was a minute’s silence in memory of Ron Burgess of Kidlington & Woodstock, Ernie Canning of Yarnton, and Tom Freeman of Clanfield.
Throughout the year there have been no meetings of the full W&W committee.
[bookmark: _Hlk96423223]The minutes were approved and signed. 
Proposed: Richard Ford. Seconded: Ruth Leatherdale. Carried: nem. con.
6. Ringing Master Report – Richard White
It's been an active year for the branch. General practices have continued on the second Saturday morning of the month which have been well attended. All ringing abilities have been catered for. On most occasions at least a few of the host towers band have been in attendance, others less so. Please support the practices and don't miss out if one is held at your tower. I have been able to attend a majority of these but my thanks to Anthony Williamson and Alison and Peter Felton for stepping in in my absence. 
Eight bell practices have been re-introduced, visiting each eight-bell tower in turn once a month on their practice nights. These have been successful. We have rung from call changes up to Surprise Major.  
In October I introduced Surprise Minor Practices held on a Sunday afternoon. The plan was to hold them quarterly. The first at Church Hanborough was well attended and even more so, the one held at Cassington during Christmas week. There seems to be an appetite to hold these more regularly and I hope to arrange every other month. The practice at Cassington was rounded off with a course of London by an all-branch band. 
All these events are advertised on the Branch/Guild website, Facebook, Bellboard, and all members are emailed. 
I have organised two branch outings since our last AGM. Last April we went to Wiltshire ringing at Bishops Cannings, Southbroom, St John's Devizes, Avebury, and Wanborough. The weather was kind. In October we went to Bedfordshire ringing at Bromham, Ampthill, and three towers in Bedford, St Andrews, St Peter, and rounded the day off on the twelve at St Paul's. We enjoyed watching water sports at lunch. 
The branch striking contest was held at Black Bourton in June. Congratulations to Clanfield on their success. 
Quarters are regularly rung in the branch and it's pleasing to see members make progress.
In June Ron Burgess died. Ron had been an enthusiastic supporter of the branch even though he rang at Kidlington in the City Branch. Our thoughts and prayers are with Jane.
On a personal note, Zoe and I would like to thank branch members for their support following the sudden death of our son, Joseph in April. The messages, cards, cakes and gifts have been a great comfort to us. I would especially like to thank those who came to Joseph's funeral as I'm well aware many of you had never met Joe. Joseph rang until his early teens at Woodstock. 
Finally, as I've said before, if you want to get on, get out and about. There's a practice somewhere every night of the week. As I wise man once said, "they won't come to you".
7. Hon. Treasurer Report – Richard Law
[image: ]
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[bookmark: _Hlk158733452]Proposed: Anthony Williamson. Seconded: Heather Horner. Carried: nem. con.



8. Hon. Secretary Report – Andrew Goldthorpe
Obituaries

Ernie Canning

Ernest Edward Canning (“Ernie”), a Yarnton ringer, passed away peacefully at the John Radcliffe Hospital on the 9th May 2024 aged 86. He was much loved and is sadly missed by children Helen and David, Grandchildren and Great Grandchildren. The funeral was held at St Bartholomew’s Church Yarnton on the 19th June.

Ron Burgess

The funeral of Ron Burgess, long time ringer at both Kidlington and Woodstock, was held at St Mary's Kidlington on 2nd July 2024. There was ringing before and after the service, with ringers from his home towers being joined by friends from further afield. In total, more than 25 people rang in his memory. The Kidlington ringers did the final ring before joining the congregation, and then Phil Sampson tolled a bell 77 times, one for each year of Ron's life. When the open ringing had finished, a quarter peal of Grandsire Triples was rung. The band consisted of one current Kidlington ringer, two ex-Kidlington ringers, one Woodstock ringer, the Guild Master and three others who have rung with Ron many times (there were even people in reserve who weren't used, such was the desire to celebrate Ron's life). Ron, who was Tower Captain for almost 15 years and who showed amazing patience and skill as he taught countless people to ring, will be greatly missed, especially by his ringing friends at Woodstock and Kidlington.
I have reproduced my most recent “editor’s” contribution to Odd Bob as the majority of my 2024 Annual Report. My role as Branch Secretary involves getting round the Branch as much as I can and getting involved where I can. It shows some of the many activities I have been involved in or enjoyed hearing about during the year and I am grateful for the assistance, friendships, and contributions from ringers across the Branch. 
Tom Freeman
A private service was held for Tom Freeman with ringing arranged by the Clanfield Band
Report
We started 2024 with well-attended branch practices at Eynsham in January, and Church Hanborough in February which also hosted our Branch AGM, attended by the ODG Master Katie Lane. In March, we went to Broadwell, where an EGM was held to elect Michael Kelly, Anita Knipe, Hilary Sharrocks, Alan Mordue, Vic Fletcher, Robert Brown, Clare Crossley , & Neil Crossley, all new ringers at Standlake, as members of the ODG.

In April, several branch ringers including Heather Horner, Debra Scrimshaw, and Amy Thomas attended the Radley Course. At the end of April, Richard White organised a splendid outing to 5 towers in Wiltshire attended by 27, including Devizes and Amesbury. We also held an EGM to elect Paul Molyneux, Cat Berisford, James Gervers, and Chris Borton of Broadwell, and Simon Jackson, Pauline Briggs, and Dom Walker of Wootton as members of the ODG.

On 27th April, a band including Witney ringers, Andrew Goldthorpe and Dana Josephson, rang a peal of Plain Bob Major dedicated to Revd. Canon Toby Wright in grateful thanks for his service at St Mary's, Witney, and with congratulations on his appointment as Dean of Wells Cathedral. The week after on the 4th May, Ruth Leatherdale rang her first Quarter Peal inside of Plain Bob Minor to launch the Witney Beer Festival.

Branch 6-Bell Striking Competition – 8th June 2024

The competing teams were superbly hosted by Lawrence Clarke at Black Bourton, with David Harding providing the technical support (replacing a broken stay, no names mentioned!), and the weather played its part, keeping warm and sunny all afternoon. 

Steve Vickars and Tracey Cooper kindly agreed to judge the competition, with Clanfield sweeping the board.

Our thanks go to Richard White and Anthony Williamson for organising a great day.

	The results were:
Call changes
1 Clanfield (13)
2 Combe (29)
3 Freeland (46)
4 Woodstock (50)
5 Witney (60)
6 NL (85)

	
Method
1 Clanfield (26)
2 Witney (37)
3 Woodstock (48)
4 Freeland (52)
5 NL (54)



Witney & Woodstock Branch Autumn Outing, 12th October. 
Thanks to the excellent organisation of Richard White, 19 members enjoyed an Outing to the Bedford area, where a varied set of towers were made available for us and the ringing catered for a wide range of experience.
The ringing started at St. Andrew’s, Bedford - a modern church with a light peal of 8 (5-2-22) where the ringer on the 4 is surrounded by railings, then onto Bromham St. Owen in a lovely setting in parkland - 8 bells (22-3-18). An excellent lunch followed at Corner 5, Box End Park, Bedford, then in the afternoon we visited St. Andrew’s, Ampthill - which had an interesting Plaque on the wall with 10 ‘Rules For the Ringers’ back in 1884 - 8 bells (13-3-6), and St. Peter de Merton, Bedford - 8 bells (12-1-0). After a break for afternoon tea we rang at our last tower; St Paul’s, Bedford - 12 bells (28-3-6) where several members had their first opportunity to ring rounds and call changes on 12 and the ringing room was accessed via a walk along the church rooftop which gave us panoramic views of Bedford.
Rounds, Call Changes, Plain Hunt Triples, Plain Bob Triples, Stedman Triples, Grandsire Triples, Grandsire Caters, Kent Minor and Cambridge Surprise Minor were all successfully rung during the very enjoyable ringing day.
Finally, as the ODG Website Manager, I am also an officer of the Guild, and a member of the F&GP committee, and Membermojo Working Group, so I can represent the views of branch members at ODG committee level should any branch members wish to raise any issues.



9. Election of new members
	Tower
	Member
	Proposed
	Seconded

	NEW MEMBERS

	Bladon
	Kai McKim
	Bill Corser
	Elizabeth Owen

	Clanfield
	Geoff Tedd
	Emma Somerfield
	Adrian Hillier

	Eynsham
	Margaret Johnson
	Peter Butler
	Rupert Boulting

	Langford
	Peter Kirby
	Andrew Goldthorpe
	Richard Law

	North Leigh
	Andrew Madden
	Alison Merryweather-Clarke
	Louise E Brown

	Tackley
	Jenny Birch
	Barbara Summers
	Judy Hewson

	Woodstock
	Lok-Yan Smith
	Malcolm Fairbairn
	Daniel Smith

	Wootton
	Louise Henderson
	Mel Leggett
	Sue Ross

	Wooton
	Sonja Phillips
	Mel Leggett 
	Sue Ross

	Wooton
	Glenice Atkins
	Mel Leggett
	Sue Ross

	RE-ELECTED MEMBERS

	Bladon
	Mervyn Pichel
	Bill Corser
	Elizabeth Owen

	JUNIOR MEMBERS
	
	
	

	Stanton Harcourt
	Anne Faulkner
	Andy Hayden
	Phil Taylor



The election of new members was unanimously agreed by those present at the meeting. 
ACTION: Hon Secretary to notify ODG Membership Secretary
10. Election of Officers
There were the following vacancies on the 2025 Branch Committee:
•	Chair – Hazel Howarth is not seeking re-election
•	Secretary – Andrew Goldthorpe is not seeking re-election
•	Deputy Secretary – vacant
•	Branch Representative – Richard Law is not seeking re-election
•	Branch Representative – vacant
•	Website Manager – Andrew Goldthorpe is not seeking re-election
In the absence of ringing members wishing to fill the vacant positions, several Committee Members agreed to stand for re-election. The members of the 2025 committee are:
	Position
	Name
	Proposed
	Seconded

	Chair
	Andrew Goldthorpe
	Richard Ford
	Heather Horner

	Hon. Treasurer
	Richard Law
	Richard Ford
	Heather Horner

	Hon. Secretary
	Andrew Goldthorpe
	Richard Ford
	Heather Horner

	Ringing Master
	Richard White
	Richard Ford
	Heather Horner

	Deputy Ringing Master
	Anthony Williamson
	Richard Ford
	Heather Horner

	Branch Representative
	Alison Merryweather-Clarke
	Richard Ford
	Heather Horner

	Branch Representative
	
	
	

	Deputy Secretary
	Ruth Leatherdale
	Richard Ford
	Heather Horner

	Social Secretary
	
	
	

	Health & Safety Officer
	
	
	

	Training Officer
	
	
	

	Website Manager
	Andrew Goldthorpe
	Richard Ford
	Heather Horner



Hazel Howarth was thanked for her eight years’ service as Branch Chair.
[bookmark: _Hlk158734226]Proposed: Richard Ford. Seconded: Heather Horner. Carried: nem. con.	
ACTION: Secretary to arrange email accounts
11. Items for discussion
I. Membermojo (Katie Lane)
a. The Guild Master explained that she is staying in post for another year to help support the roll out of Membermojo, and because the ODG Hon. Secretary is stepping down at the ODG AGM.
b. Membermojo has been rolled out throughout the Guild, but two branches, Witney & Woodstock and Newbury, are much involved in testing the roll out as Andrew Goldthorpe and Martin Rice of Newbury branch are both on the Membermojo working group.
II. Oxford Diocesan Bell Fund Contribution
a. The meeting agreed to donate £300.
Proposed: Richard White. Seconded: Dana Josephson. Carried nem. con.
ACTION: Treasurer


III. Subscriptions re-election rule
a. Returning ODG members
i. The meeting was reminded that if a ringing member decides not to renew their annual ODG subscription, they cease to be a member. 
ii. If they wish to renew their membership later, they need to be re-elected via a proposer and a seconder at an AGM or EGM.
iii. An EGM can be called throughout the year, and suitable occasions include the monthly branch practices and the regular 6-bell and 8-bell practices.
iv. It takes 5 minutes at an EGM to elect a returning member. 
v. The same process is required for returning ringers who have moved into the area from another Guild.
b. New ringers
i. To be eligible for election to the ODG, a new ringer must:
1. Be able to handle a bell safely enough to ring for Sunday Service and to regularly do so.
2. Be proposed and seconded for election at an AGM or EGM.
IV. Review of branch bank account signatories
a. Due to Hazel Howarth stepping down as Branch Chair, Andrew Goldthorpe being elected Branch Chair, and Ruth Leatherdale being elected Deputy Secretary, the branch bank account signatories will need to be updated.
ACTION: Treasurer
12. Branch practices & training
I. Ringing Master Honorarium
a. Richard White kindly waived his honorarium
II. Ringing calendar
a. All dates have already been circulated by email to branch members with details of Monthly Branch Practices on the second Saturday of the month, 8-bell practices as advertised, and dates for the Spring and Autumn branch outings.
b. All dates are recorded on Bell Board, and the ODG website at https://odg.org.uk/events/ 
c. Anthony Williamson requested publication of a Ringing Calendar which Ruth Leatherdale agreed to prepare and distribute.
ACTION: Deputy Secretary
III. Oxon. Ringing School
a. Andrew Goldthorpe thanked the students and teachers who have volunteered so much of their spare time to the Oxon. Ringing School (ORS) in 2024. This is a joint activity of the Bicester, Witney & Woodstock, Old North Berks, and South Oxon Branches, who have come together and formed a Teaching Hub with the Association of Ringing Teachers (ART). Andrew has been involved as the Lead of the Witney Ringing Centre as an ART accredited teacher of bell handling. In 2024 he was pleased to submit the following for Association of Ringing Teachers level awards: Anita Knipe Level 2, Alan Mordue Level 2, Debra Scrimshaw Level 3 and Level 4.
b. The Witney Ringing Centre will be stepping back from the ORS in 2025 due to a shortage of teachers able to commit time, but branch members can attend hour-long, one-on-one teaching sessions at other ORS ringing centres at Kirtlington, Abingdon, and Dorchester. The intention is to continue and improve the delivery of good, consistent teaching of bell handling, foundation, and more advanced ringing skills across the Witney & Woodstock branch and the other Ringing Centres. 
IV. 8, 10, and 12-bell Practices
a. These are included on the Branch Ringing Calendar, as well as communicated to members by email from the Ringing Master or Secretary.
V. Analysis of Quarter Peals rung during 2024 – Alison Merryweather-Clarke
This report considers 92 QPs posted on BellBoard at http://bb.ringingworld.co.uk/, rung in tower or hand in 2024, in the Witney and Woodstock branch of the ODG (Table 1). Sixty-six QPs were rung in 21 different towers and 26 in hand at five different locations, two of them new venues. 
Once again, the most prolific QP venue was Witney, with 12 QPs (Seven Doubles, three Triples. One Minor and one Minimus), a 50% increase on their 2023 total. Eight of these included a first of some sort; of those not mentioned below, Ruth Leatherdale rang her first minor inside and first away from cover on 8 bells, and Dan Neal rang his first on 8 bells. 
Fifteen of the 26 QPs in hand were rung in North Leigh, one of mixed minor marking the 60th anniversary of the first peal in North Leigh, ringing the same three methods. Toby Goss’ first QP on 10 in hand was believed to be the first QP on ten handbells with a resident Witney and Woodstock branch band, and the first 10-bell QP in Eynsham.
Sixty-seven QPs were rung by ODG members, with all but three including at least some Witney and Woodstock ringers. Fifteen QPs were rung by visitors from Gloucestershire, seven by the Ladies Guild (with all but two ringers also being members of the ODG), two by the Guild of Devonshire Ringers and one by visitors from Warwickshire.
Forty-one QPs (over 40%) referred to a first in the footnote, representing a new achievement and showing that firsts aren’t restricted to Firsts Fortnight! Apologies to any omitted from the following lists:
1st QP: Susan Shelley (North Leigh, in hand); Charlie Macke (Tackley); Nadine Woods (Witney).
1st QP away from cover: Joan Marshall (North Leigh, in hand); Amy Thomas, Rachel Mackenzie (Witney); Daniel James Smith (Woodstock).
1st QP inside: Louise E Brown (North Leigh), Debra Scrimshaw (Witney).
QPs were rung on 71 different days in 2024. Visiting ringers’ outings were responsible for most if not all quarters rung on the four most popular dates, with two QPs being rung on June 6th for the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings (one of them being 1944 changes), and only one QP being rung on St George’s Day and Remembrance Sunday and the 80th anniversary of the D-Day landings (appropriately being 1944 changes). Five were rung for service, three at Witney and two at Woodstock. Two date touches of 2024 changes were rung, both at North Leigh conducted by Peter Felton, one in the tower and one in hand.
Quarter peal footnotes wished the outgoing Rectors of both Witney and Woodstock well in their new appointments. Lorna Curtis celebrated her 30th year of membership of the ODG before departing for Cornwall with the best wishes of many QP bands. Gill and Andy Hayden were congratulated on their Golden Wedding Anniversary, and Heather Horner on her 80th birthday, which she continued to celebrate throughout the year, achieving her 50th QP in the process. Three QPs were rung to celebrate the life of our friend Ron Burgess who generously shared his time and expertise over many years.
Minor was the dominant stage rung to a QP, representing 37% of all QPs, 50% of QPs in hand and 32% of tower bell QPs. Doubles, favourite of 2023, was a close second, accounting for 34% of all QPs and 47% of tower bell QPs. The most commonly rung method was Plain Bob Minor (11 QPs, six of them in hand), narrowly beating both Grandsire Doubles (10 QPs) and Mixed Doubles (also 10 QPs). Nine QPs of Plain Bob Major were rung (all in hand), seven of Plain Bob Doubles and five of Grandsire Triples, between them accounting for over half of all QPs rung in the branch in 2024.
[image: ]
Alison was thanked by the committee and attendees for her hard work and detailed analysis.
13. Programme for 2025
i. Branch 6-bell striking competition
a. To be held at Stonefield in June 2025, date to be advised.
ACTION: Ringing Master
ii. ODG striking competitions
a. Richard White will investigate possibly entering the 8-bell striking competition
iii. Firsts Fortnight
ACTION: Secretary and Ringing Master
iv. Branch social/quiz
a. Secretary to investigate with Stonesfield if they would be willing to host a Summer Social after the 6-bell Striking Competition in June
ACTION: Secretary
v. Spring & Autumn Branch outings
a. The Ringing Master looking at South Gloucestershire area for the Spring Outing
ACTION: Ringing Master
vi. Date & venue for 2026 AGM
a. Sue Rhodes, Freeland Tower Captain, was thanked in absentia for offering to host the next AGM on February 7th, 2026, at Freeland
ACTION: Sue Rhodes
14. Any other business
a. South Leigh QPA
i. Heather Horner requested assistance with organising a QPA shortly after the scheduled re-hanging of South Leigh ropes.
ACTION: Ringing Master
b. 2026 Autumn General Committee meeting and 10-bell Striking Competition
i. [bookmark: _Hlk190606411]The Master advised that Witney & Woodstock branch is scheduled to host the 2026 Autumn General Committee meeting and 10-bell Striking Competition on the same day in November 2026. She advised that if Witney is not able to host the competition, a suitable local tower will be found, which cannot be either Bicester or Newbury.
c. ODG PR and Communications
i. The Master advised that she has recruited a PR and Communications Office for the Guild, who may also be interested in taking on the complementary role of ODG Website Manager. 
d. Odd Bob
i. The Master advised that the current Odd Bob editor has retired from ringing, so a new Odd Bob editor is being sought from the Guild.
ii. A discussion followed on future format for Odd Bob which could come under review, but it was agreed it would be a pity if it ceased production.
e. CCCBR vacancies	
i. The Master advised that the ODG is currently sending less than its full quota of representatives so is under-represented in exercising our full voting rights.


f. Retiring Collection
i. It raised £36.20 for the Oxford Diocesan Bell Fund and £36.20 for St Giles, Standlake.
ACTION: Treasurer
The meeting closed at 14:22.
15. Concluding vote of thanks
Andrew Goldthorpe, Witney & Woodstock Hon. Secretary
Version 17/02/25
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